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Primary articles, also known as empirical articles, are used to gain new knowledge on a 

topic through observation and research. Because this is the original version, primary articles 

typically do not contain review articles or articles that look over data that was already published. 

They should have the standard format of sections in the articles that are published like the 

introduction, methods, results, discussion, and references. Lastly, this type of article is peer-

reviewed by a peer in the field of study before it can be published. 

Review articles are an article that uses already published articles to unify into one 

understanding on a certain topic. These articles are usually used when you want to read research 

on a topic that you do not have a lot of information on. Review articles are also used as 

secondary articles because with all the articles they use, they can show different areas where 

more research needs to be done and are made easier to read.

Peer reviewed, also known as refereed, articles is an article that goes through a process of 

editing by peers in the same field of study. If someone wanted to share their research, they would 

have to type a draft article of their research and submit it for publication in a scholarly journal. 

Its then read over by an editor to see if the research is ideal for their journal. Once that is 
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determined, copies are sent out to peers who are in the same field of research, to see if the 

research is useful and to test the quality of it. If the research is approved, the editor is the one that 

makes the final decision. Once it is published, it is usually sent to university libraries.
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