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Introduction
Gang violence is a major issue in many societies today. This affects the safety of the community, the wellbeing of the families, and the future of the youths. The central issue addressed in this paper is: what leads to gang violence, and how should we understand it? Gang violence is an issue that cannot be explained through one single discipline. Sociologists emphasize poverty and social inequalities while economists highlight issues of employment and economics. Criminologists focus on criminal acts and group behavior when examining gang violence. Each of these disciplines examines the issue of gang violence from a particular perspective that is similar to each other.

Why an Interdisciplinary Approach is Important
A multidisciplinary analysis is necessary due to the interrelatedness of factors that influence gang violence. In case of the utilization of a single field of knowledge, a partial view of the problem would be developed. For instance, a criminologist would pay attention to criminal behavior and punishment while neglecting issues like poverty; sociologists would consider the issue of inequality in society but ignore individual decisions. Meanwhile, an economist might look at job opportunities in the area without paying attention to the influence of peer groups.



Sociology
The explanation offered by sociology attributes gang violence to social factors. Thrasher (1927) discovered that gangs emerge in impoverished urban areas lacking social control, creating room for their development. Anderson (1999) observes that in certain environments, respect holds a prominent place. This is what he refers to as the "code of the street," implying that individuals engage in violence for the purpose of attaining or maintaining their status. Moreover, Hagedorn (2008) notes that gangs have ties to broader processes such as globalization and social exclusion. People who are socially marginalized may join gangs. According to Sampson & Groves (1989), communities characterized by poor social structure and lack of mutual trust witness high rates of crime, supporting the claim that gang violence has its roots in social problems.

Economics
The discipline of economics analyzes gang violence in terms of financial gains and opportunities. In their investigation into the finances of gangs, Levitt & Venkatesh (2000) discovered that most members of gangs do not make much money. But they continue to be part of gangs with the hope of advancing themselves financially in the future. It is clear from this example that individuals make decisions based on future financial gains. In situations where employment opportunities are scarce, one might see gangs as an attractive alternative.



Criminology
This involves the study of crime and criminal behavior. According to Klein (1995), gang violence may be affected by group behavior. This means that those who belong to the gang might have behaviors that influence the occurrence of violence due to their peers or the need to defend themselves within the group. Being part of the gang could encourage one to commit violence since the environment is conducive to such crimes. It also involves how the criminal justice process impacts gang-related behaviors.

Interdisciplinary Comparison of Causes of Gang Violence
	Discipline
	Main Focus
	Key Idea
	Example from Research

	Sociology
	Social conditions
	Poverty, inequality, and weak communities lead to gangs
	Thrasher (1927) shows gangs form in poor urban areas

	Sociology
	Culture
	Respect and identity drive violence
	Anderson (1999) explains the “code of the street”

	Economics
	Money & opportunity
	Lack of jobs pushes people toward gangs
	Levitt & Venkatesh (2000) show gang members stay for future rewards

	Criminology
	Behavior & groups
	Peer pressure and loyalty increase violence
	Klein (1995) explains group influence



Explanation of Table
In this table, there is a description of how each theory analyzes the issue of gang violence from its own point of view. While sociology analyzes the role of society and culture, economics concentrates on the aspect of economic opportunity, and criminology pays attention to the behavior and the role of groups in influencing it. Despite being different, all these theories are linked to one another.

Synthesis and Common Ground
It becomes evident upon integration that each of these subjects is interrelated with one another. Sociology reveals that poverty and inequality result in conducive environments for gangs. Economics points out that a lack of employment opportunities and monetary resources forces individuals into joining gangs. Finally, criminology states that the pressure of a group forces violence upon the members of such gangs. The described processes depend on one another as opposed to operating independently.
The connection among these subjects stems from their similar perspective on the reasons behind gang-related violence. Namely, all three agree on the fact that such behavior is not the product of any one particular factor but rather a chain reaction of events that form a cycle.
The integration makes it clear that the solution to gang-related issues cannot simply be a police force intervention but rather a comprehensive solution.


Conclusion
There are multiple factors that lead to gang violence and, therefore, there is no single factor that is responsible for this phenomenon. However, each discipline, such as sociology, economics, and criminology, offers its own perspectives on understanding the cause of gang violence. The integration of different fields allows for a better grasp of gang violence as a product of social inequality, poverty, and group impact.
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