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The article “Cyberattacks, cyber threats, and attitudes toward cybersecurity policies” by Snider, Shandler, Zandani, and Canetti (2021) present an important contribution to the social sciences by pursuing how acknowledgment to cyberattacks shapes public perspective toward government cybersecurity policies. At its essence, this study investigates the relationship between fear, security, and public enthusiasm to accept policies that may limit privacy or civil liberties. To accomplish that, the article combines political science, sociology, and psychology, showing how threat belief mediates the relationship between security events and political behavior.
From a social science aspect, the article shows how shared experiences of risk influence political attitudes and social trust. Much like preceding research on terrorism and political violence, this study settles cyberattacks within the deep principle that individuals’ beliefs of threat can trigger shifts in public opinion and behavior. The balance between civil liberties and national security appears as a central sociological and political dilemma, evaluating social science debates about role of the state, individual rights, and governance. The study focusses on how individuals are inclined to trade privacy for security when they perceive risk as immediate or severe, a dynamic that underscores theories of collective behavior and political psychology. 
The research is aided by three hypotheses. First, the authors suggest that vulnerability to cyberattacks will gain support for cybersecurity policies when compared to individuals who are not exposed to such scenarios. Second, they hypothesize that lethal cyberattacks will achieve greater support for these policies than nonlethal ones. Finally, they suggest that awareness of cyber threats will mediate the relationship between exposure and support for policy change. The independent variable in the study is the type of acknowledgement, while the dependent variable is the level of support expressed for cybersecurity policies. This implementation of variables offers a clear framework for testing the influence of noticed danger on public attitudes. 
To investigate these hypotheses, the researchers worked on a controlled, randomized survey experiment. A sample of 1,022 Israeli participants was randomly assigned to one of three groups. Two groups were shown simulated video news reports, either picturing lethal cyberattacks or nonlethal cyberattacks, while a control group received no exposure. Following this experimental manipulation, participants answered surveys that measured their attitudes toward cybersecurity. The design allowed the author to detach causal effects of exposure while keeping ecological validity, since news reports are a primary channel which the public learns about cyber incidents.
The data collected consisted primarily of survey responses measuring support for three types of policies: prevention, alert and oversight. Statistical techniques such as analysis of variance, principal part analysis, and structural equation modeling were used to analyze the data. The findings were clear: exposure to cyberattacks did boost support for cybersecurity policies, but the type of policy supported depended on the nature of the attack. Lethal cyberattacks created stronger support for alert policies, while nonlethal ones raised support for oversight measures. Crucially, beliefs of threat consistently mediate the relationship, implying that fear and insecurity are central drivers of public support for intrusive regulation. 
The study also connects directly approach concepts commonly discussed in social science coursework.  The tension between security and privacy echoes conflict theory, which accentuates the negotiation of power between state and its citizens. The experiment also reflects symbolic collaborations, as the scheming of cyberattacks in media reports shaped individual perceptions of threat and security.
The article also raises questions about marginalized groups. Even though the sample excluded ultra-Orthodox Israelis due to recruitment challenges, this exclusion itself illustrates issues of representation. More extensively excluding communities often face heightened risks when surveillance policies expand, as intrusive cybersecurity measures may excessively check or restrict them.
Ultimately, the contributions of this study to society are significant It reveals that public support for cybersecurity policies is shaped not only by exposure to cyberattacks but also by how those attacks are noticed. By finding the mediating role of threat perception, the research shows that public attitudes are not fixed but can be influenced by the framing of events and the emotions they produce. This insight is important for policymakers, who must balance the demand for security with the protection of civil liberties. The study also challenges the notion that cybersecurity policymaking should remain the domain of experts, intensifying rather the importance of including the public as a stakeholder in shaping regulatory frameworks.
In conclusion, Snider et al. (2021) provide an important social science perspective on the exchange between cyber threats, public fear, and policy preferences. The study illustrates how exposure to both lethal and nonlethal cyberattacks can shift political attitudes and increase support for intrusive government regulation, with perceptions of threat serving as the key mechanism. By acknowledging the balance between privacy and security, highlighting the implications for marginalized groups, and demonstrating the broader societal consequences of public opinion, this article makes valuable contribution to our understanding of cybersecurity as both a technical and social challenge.
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